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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  
 

 All candidates must  receive the same t reatm ent .  Examiners m ust  m ark the 

first  candidate in exact ly the same way as they mark the last . 

 Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be rewarded for 

what  they have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

 Exam iners should mark according to the mark scheme not  according to their 

percept ion of where the grade boundaries may lie.  

 There is no ceiling on achievement . All marks on the mark scheme should be 

used appropriately.  

 All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Exam iners 

should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the 

mark scheme.  Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero marks if the 

candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the mark scheme. 

 Where some judgement  is required, mark schemes will provide the principles 

by which marks will be awarded and exemplificat ion may be lim ited. 

 When examiners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the mark scheme to 

a candidate’s response, the team leader m ust  be consulted. 

 Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate has replaced it  with 

an alternat ive response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1  ( a)  Target :  Recall of knowledge (AO1)         ( 3 )  

 

Qu est ion  

Nu m b er  

An sw er  Mar k  

(a)  The beginning of the Fankfurt  Assem bly (1848) , 

Frederick William  I V of Prussia refuses to becom e 

Emperor of Germ any (1859) , William  I  becom es King 

Prussia (1861) , The ‘Blood and I ron‘ speech (1862) , T

Convent ion of Gastein (1865) .  

 

2 in correct  consecut ive sequence                             

1  m ar k  

3 in correct  consecut ive sequence                             

2  m ar k s  

4/ 5 in correct  consecut ive sequence                          

3   m ar k s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Max im u m  3  

m ar k s 

 

( b )  Target :  Recall, select ion and communicat ion of knowledge  of history (AO1: 2) , 

explanat ion of consequence (AO2: 2)                              

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                           ( 4 )                      

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks any 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions.  

 

eg This led to three wars in the years 1862-70.  

 

eg This increased r ivalry between Aust r ia and Prussia.  

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion supported by 

relevant  contextual knowledge.  

 

eg The ‘Blood and I ron’ speech suggested that  

Bism arck was prepared to use force to achieve 

Germ an unificat ion and led to three wars with 

Denm ark, Aust r ia and France ...  

 

eg The Convent ion of Gastein left  Prussia to govern 

Holstein and Aust r ia Schleswig. This m ade Aust r ia 

appear expansionist  and increased r ivalry between 

Aust r ia and Prussia… 

( 3 - 4 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

( c)  Target :  Recall,  select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 4) , 

explanat ion and analysis of causat ion (AO2: 4)                              

                                                                                                        ( 8 )                   

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions.  

 

eg Because Prussia defeated the French. 

 

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  Su p p or t ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  supports the explanat ion, select ing 

relevant  contextual knowledge.  

 

eg. Napoleon I I I  had been opposed to the unificat ion 

of Germany. The Prussian victory of 1871 removed 

the m ain obstacle to unificat ion... 

 

3-4 marks for explanat ion of one cause. 

4-5 marks for explanat ion of two or more causes 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion. 

 

( 3 - 5 )  

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  

cau sat ion  

 

An explanat ion of factor(s)  supported by precisely 

selected knowledge. At  this level the explanat ion 

should show how the cause(s)  led to the outcome. 

 

eg As level 2. Further explanat ion of the opposit ion 

of Napoleon I I I  to Germ an unificat ion, the defeat  of 

France and the proclam at ion of the Germ an Reich at  

Versailles in January 1871, which could be linked to 

support  of southern Germ an states... 

 

6 marks for one explained factor which shows how 

the cause led to the outcome. 

7 m arks for two or m ore explained factors which 

show how the cause led to the outcome. 

8 m arks for answers which show how causes 

com bined to produce an outcom e. 

( 6 - 8 )  

 



 

 

( d )  Target :  Recall, select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 3) , 

explanat ion and analysis of change (AO2: 4) , com prehension of source (AO3: 3)                                 

                                                                                                                      ( 1 0 )   

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  ch an g e u sin g  t h e sou r ce 

o r  ow n  k n ow ledg e 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions, or selects from  the 

source without  elaborat ion.  

 

eg Aust r ia was a barr ier to Germ an unificat ion. 

  

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Su p por t ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  ch an g e  

 

The student  supports the explanat ion select ing 

relevant  informat ion.  

3-4 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source or  own knowledge. 

4-5 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source an d  own knowledge. 

 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion. 

 

eg Explains how a Prussian victory rem oved Aust r ian 

opposit ion to unificat ion … 

( 3 - 5 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  on e ch an g e 

su pp or t ed  b y  p r ecise ly  se lect ed  k n ow led ge  

 

6 marks for one explained factor using own 

knowledge only. 

7 m arks for one explained factor using the source 

and own knowledge.  

 

eg As Level 2. More details of how the defeat  of 

Aust r ia led to Prussian leadership of the m ovem ent  

for Germ an unificat ion… 

( 6 - 7 )  

Lev el  4  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  m or e 

t h an  on e ch an g e u sin g  t h e sou r ce an d  ow n  

k n ow led g e 

 

8 m arks for explanat ion of two changes  

9-10 marks for answers which show explicit  

links/ comparisons between the changes.  

 

eg As Level 3. Could link the defeat  of Aust r ia to the 

set t ing up of the North Germ an Confederat ion… 

( 8 - 1 0 )  

 

To t a l  f o r  Qu est ion  1  =  2 5  m ar k s 



 

 

2  ( a)  Target :  Recall of knowledge (AO1)         ( 3 )  

 

Qu est ion  

Nu m b er  

An sw er  Mar k  

( a)   The Orsini bomb (1858) , The Bat t le of Magenta (1859) , 

Garibaldi’s invasion of Sicily (1860) , Garibaldi’s invasion of 

Naples (1860) , Victor Emm anuel crowned King of I taly     

(1861) .  

 

2 in correct  consecut ive sequence                                       

1  m ar k  

3 in correct  consecut ive sequence                                       

2  m ar k s 

4/ 5 in correct  consecut ive sequence                                    

3   m ar k s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Max im u m  

3  m ar k s 

 

( b )  Target :  Recall, select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 2) , 

explanat ion of consequence (AO2: 2)                              

                                                                                                                

( 4 )        

               

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks any 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions. 

 

eg This led to support  from  local rebels and the 

defeat  of the Neapolitan arm y.  
 

 

eg This led to the overthrow of King Ferdinand.  

 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion supported by 

relevant  contextual knowledge.  

 

eg When Garibaldi’s Thousand landed in Sicily at  

Marsala, local rebels flocked to support  him  and 

these com bined forces led to the defeat  of  King 

Ferdinand I I ’s arm y at  the Bat t le of Calatafim i and 

the capture of Palerm o, the capital of Sicily... 

 

eg This was very successful and led to the overthrow 

of the unpopular King Ferdinand by Garibaldi and his 

Redshirts... 

( 3 - 4 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

( c)  Target :  Recall,  select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 4) , 

explanat ion and analysis of causat ion (AO2: 4)                              

                                                                                                            

( 8 )           

                                                                              

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions.  

 

eg I t  was because of the alliance with France.  

 

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  Su p p or t ed   ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  supports the explanat ion, select ing 

relevant  contextual knowledge.  

 

eg  One reason was because of the alliance between 

Piedm ont  and France, which m eant  that  Aust r ia faced 

com bined arm ies and was defeated at  the Bat t les of 

Magenta and Solfer ino ... 

 

3-4 marks for explanat ion of one cause. 

4-5 m arks for explanat ion of two or m ore causes. 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion. 

 

( 3 - 5 )  

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  

cau sat ion  

 

An explanat ion of factor(s)  supported by precisely 

selected knowledge. At  this level the explanat ion 

should show how the cause(s)  led to the outcome 

 

eg As Level 2. Link st rength of Franco-Piedm ontese 

alliance and forces to weaknesses of Aust r ian 

forces... 

 

6 marks for one explained factor which shows how 

the cause led to the outcome. 

7 m arks for two or m ore explained factors which 

show how the cause led to the outcome. 

8 m arks for answers which show how causes 

com bined to produce an outcom e. 

( 6 - 8 )  

 



 

 

( d )  Recall,  select ion and communicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 3) , explanat ion 

and analysis of causat ion (AO2: 4) , com prehension of source (AO3: 3)                                 

                                                                                                               ( 1 0 )   

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  on e cau se usin g  t h e 

sou r ce o r  ow n  k n ow led ge 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions, or selects from  the 

source without  elaborat ion.  

 

eg I n 1866 Piedm ont  allied with Prussia against  

Aust r ia. 

  

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Su p por t ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  on e cau se 

 

The student  supports the explanat ion select ing 

relevant  informat ion.  

3-4 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source or  own knowledge. 

4-5 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source an d  own knowledge. 

 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion. 

 

eg More details of Prusso- I talian alliance and the  

I talian part  in the Aust ro-Prussian War of 1866… 

( 3 - 5 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  on e cau se su pp o r t ed  

b y  p r ecise ly  se lect ed  k n ow led ge  

 

At  this level the explanat ion should show how the 

cause led to the outcome 

 

6 marks for one explained factor using own 

knowledge only. 

7 m arks for one explained factor using the source and 

own knowledge. 

 

eg As Level 2. Addit ionally m ore detail on the part  

played by Piedm ont  in the Aust ro-Prussian War and 

the acquisit ion of Venet ia despite defeats…  

( 6 - 7 )  



 

 

 

Lev el  4  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  m or e 

t h an  on e cau se u sin g  t h e sou r ce an d  ow n  

k n ow led g e 

At  this level the explanat ion should show how the 

causes led to the outcome. 

 

8 m arks for explanat ion of two causes linked to the 

stated outcome. 

9-10 marks for answers which show how the causes 

combined to produce the outcome.  

 

eg As Level 3. Link alliance with Prussia and 

acquisit ion of Venet ia in 1866 to eventual success in 

1870 with the French withdrawal of t roops from  

Rom e during the Franco-Prussian War... 

( 8 - 1 0 )  

To t a l  f o r  Qu est ion  2  =  2 5  m ar k s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3  ( a)  Target :  Recall of knowledge (AO1)          ( 3 )  

 

Qu est ion  

Nu m b er  

An sw er  Mar k  

( a)  Alexander I I I  becom es Tsar (1881) , Nicholas I I  becom

Tsar (1894) , Lenin becom es leader of the Bolsheviks 

(1903) , the first  dum a (1906) , the Lena Goldfield st r ik

(1912) .  

 

2 in correct  consecut ive sequence                              

1  m ar k  

3 in correct  consecut ive sequence                              

2  m ar k s 

4/ 5 in correct  consecut ive sequence                           

3   m ar k s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Max im u m  3  

m ar k s 

 

( b )  Target :  Recall, select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 2) , 

explanat ion of consequence (AO2: 2)                               

                          

( 4 )                      

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks any 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions. 

 

eg This followed the assassinat ion of his father, 

Alexander I I .   

 

eg This only lasted a few m onths. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion supported by 

relevant  contextual knowledge.  

 

eg The assassinat ion of his father led to a policy of 

repression under Alexander I I I  to rem ove all 

opposit ion to the governm ent…  

 

eg This only lasted a few m onths because it  argued 

constant ly with Nicholas who decided to dissolve it .  I t  

showed that  Nicholas would give lit t le power to 

dum as… 

( 3 - 4 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

( c)  Target :  Recall,  select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 4) , 

explanat ion and analysis of causat ion (AO2: 4)                              

( 8 )                  

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions.  

 

eg Because of the opposit ion to the Tsar. 

 

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  Su p p or t ed   ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  supports the explanat ion, select ing 

relevant  contextual knowledge. 

 

eg One reason was that  he was determ ined to 

rem ove all opposit ion to the Tsar after the 

unsuccessful revolut ion of 1905… 

 

3-4 marks for explanat ion of one cause. 

4-5 m arks for explanat ion of two or m ore causes. 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion. 

 

( 3 - 5 )  

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  

cau sat ion  

 

An explanat ion of factor(s)  supported by precisely 

selected knowledge. At  this level the explanat ion 

should show how the cause(s)  led to the outcome. 

 

eg As Level 2. Could link repression and reform  

under Stolypin to br inging stability to Russia… 

 

6 marks for one explained factor which shows how 

the cause led to the outcome. 

7 m arks for two or m ore explained factors which 

show how the cause led to the outcome. 

8 m arks for answers which show how causes 

com bined to produce an outcom e. 

( 6 - 8 )  

 



 

 

( d )  Target :  Recall, select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 3) , 

explanat ion and analysis of causat ion (AO2: 4) , com prehension of source (AO3: 3)    

                     

                                                                                                        ( 1 0 )   

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  on e cau se u sin g  t h e 

sou r ce o r  ow n  k n ow led ge 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions, or selects from  the 

source without  elaborat ion.  

 

eg There was great  discontent  because of the 

hum iliat ing defeat  by Japan in 1905.  

  

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Su p por t ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  on e cau se 

 

The student  supports the explanat ion select ing 

relevant  informat ion.  

3-4 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source or  own knowledge. 

4-5 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source an d  own knowledge. 

 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion. 

 

eg More details of the hum iliat ing defeat  by Japan 

especially the Bat t le of Tsushim a... 

 

( 3 - 5 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  on e cau se su pp o r t ed  

b y  p r ecise ly  se lect ed  k n ow led ge 

  

At  this level the explanat ion should show how the 

cause led to the outcome. 

 

6 marks for one explained factor using own 

knowledge only. 

7 m arks for one explained factor using the source 

and own knowledge. 

 

eg As Level 2. Explains why war created so m uch 

discontent . Russia expected to easily defeat  the 

Japanese but , instead, suffered a hum iliat ing 

defeat ... 

( 6 - 7 )  

 



 

 

 

Lev el  4  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  m or e 

t h an  on e cau se u sin g  t h e sou r ce an d  ow n  

k n ow led g e 

 

At  this level the explanat ion should show how the 

causes led to the outcome. 

 

8 m arks for explanat ion of two causes linked to the 

stated outcome. 

9-10 marks for answers which show how the causes 

combined to produce the outcome. 

 

eg As Level 3. Could link defeat  against  Japan with 

the events of Bloody Sunday, which was the 

imm ediate cause of the revolut ion… 

( 8 - 1 0 )  

 

To t a l  f o r  Qu est ion  3  =  2 5  m ar k s 



 

 

4  ( a)  Target :  Recall of knowledge (AO1)         ( 3 )  

 

Qu est ion  

Nu m b er  

An sw er  Mar k  

( a)  The Versailles Peace Set t lem ent  (1919) , Giolit t i 

resigns as prim e m inister (1921) , The Acerbo 

Electoral Law (1923) , the start  of the Bat t le for Lira 

(1926) , set t ing up of the OVRA (1927) .  

 

2 in correct  consecut ive sequence                               

1  m ar k  

3 in correct  consecut ive sequence                               

2  m ar k s 

4/ 5 in correct  consecut ive sequence                            

3   m ar k s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Max im u m  3  

m ar k s 

 

 

( b )  Target :  Recall, select ion and communicat ion of knowledge  of history (AO1: 2) , 

explanat ion of consequence (AO2: 2)                              

     

      ( 4 )   

                    

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks any 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions. 

 

eg. This t r ied to keep up the value of the lira. ..  
 

eg This was the secret  police set  up to rem ove 

opposit ion… 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion supported by 

relevant  contextual knowledge.  

 

eg This kept  up the value of the lira but  m eant  that  

I talian products were now priced too high for world 

m arkets... 
 

eg The OVRA was successful in removing opposit ion to 

the Fascist  regim e by severely beat ing up and/ or 

imprisoning any opponents… 

( 3 - 4 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

( c)  Target :  Recall,  select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 4) , 

explanat ion and analysis of causat ion (AO2: 4)                             

             

( 8 )                  

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions.  

 

eg. Lim itat ions or failures of m any of his econom ic 

policies. 

 

1 mark for one simple explanat ion.  

2 marks for two or more. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  Su p p or t ed   ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  supports the explanat ion, select ing 

relevant  contextual knowledge. 

 

eg As Level 1. More details of lim itat ions and failures 

of his econom ic policies especially the Bat t le of 

Wheat… 

 

3-4 marks for explanat ion of one cause. 

4-5 m arks for explanat ion of two or m ore causes. 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion. 

 

( 3 - 5 )  

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  cau sat ion  

 

An explanat ion of factor(s)  supported by precisely 

selected knowledge. At  this level the explanat ion 

should show how the cause(s)  led to the outcome. 

 

eg As Level 2. Could link failures of som e of his 

econom ic policies to the unpopularity of I talian ent ry 

into the Second World War... 

 

6 marks for one explained factor which shows how 

the cause led to the outcome. 

7 m arks for two or m ore explained factors which show 

how the cause led to the outcom e. 

8 m arks for answers which show how causes 

com bined to produce an outcom e. 

( 6 - 8 )  

 



 

 

( d )  Target :  Recall, select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 3) , 

explanat ion and analysis of causat ion (AO2: 4) , com prehension of source (AO3: 3)                              

( 1 0 )   

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  u sin g  t h e 

sou r ce o r  ow n  k n ow led ge 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions, or selects from  the 

source without  elaborat ion.  

 

eg Because of the growing support  for the Fascist  

Party. 

  

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Su p p or t ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion   

 

The student  supports the explanat ion select ing 

relevant  informat ion.  

3-4 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source or  own knowledge. 

4-5 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source an d  own knowledge. 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion. 

 

eg As Level 1 with m ore details of the growing 

support  for Mussolini and the Fascist  Party… 

( 3 - 5 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  on e cau se su pp o r t ed  

b y  p r ecise ly  se lect ed  k n ow led ge  

 

At  this level the explanat ion should show how the 

cause led to the outcome. 

 

6 marks for one explained factor using own 

knowledge only. 

7 m arks for one explained factor using the source 

and own knowledge. 

 

eg As Level 2, explains that  growing support  for the 

Fascists underm ined the posit ion of the I talian 

governm ent… 

 

( 6 - 7 )  

Lev el  4  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  m or e 

t h an  on e cau se u sin g  t h e sou r ce an d  ow n  

k n ow led g e 

 

At  this level the explanat ion should show how the 

causes led to the outcome. 

 

8 m arks for explanat ion of two causes linked to the 

stated outcome. 

( 8 - 1 0 )  



 

 

9-10 marks for answers which show how the causes 

combined to produce the outcome. 

 

eg As Level 3. Could link increasing support  for 

Mussolini and the Fascist  Party to the ‘March on 

Rom e’… 

 

To t a l  f o r  Qu est ion  4  =  2 5  m ar k s 



 

 

5  ( a)  Target :  Recall of knowledge (AO1)               ( 3 )  

 

Qu est ion  

Nu m b er  

An sw er  Mar k  

( a)  The abdicat ion of Kaiser Wilhelm  I I  (1918) , 

Hyperinflat ion (1923) , the Dawes Plan (1924) , the 

Enabling Act  (1933) , the Night  of the Long Knives 

(1934) .  

 

2 in correct  consecut ive sequence                              

1  m ar k  

3 in correct  consecut ive sequence                              

2  m ar k s 

4/ 5 in correct  consecut ive sequence                           

3   m ar k s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Max im u m  3  

m ar k s 

 

 

( b )  Target :  Recall, select ion and communicat ion of knowledge  of history (AO1: 2) , 

explanat ion of consequence (AO2: 2)         

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                          ( 4 )                  

     

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks any 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions. 

 

eg This m ade Hit ler a dictator.  

 

eg This reduced reparat ion payments. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion supported by 

relevant  contextual knowledge.  

 

eg This gave Hit ler the power to pass laws without  

the Reichstag, which m eant  that  he was able to 

establish a Nazi dictatorship by banning all other 

polit ical part ies... 

 

eg This reduced the reparat ion paym ents that  

Germ any had to m ake, which ensured that  they were 

m anageable for the Weim ar governm ents… 

( 3 - 4 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

( c)  Target :  Recall,  select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 4) , 

explanat ion and analysis of causat ion (AO2: 4)                            

( 8 )                                   

                                                                                                                      

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions.  

 

eg Because of persecut ion by the Nazis. 

 

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  Su p p or t ed   ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  supports the explanat ion, select ing 

relevant  contextual knowledge. 

 

eg The posit ion worsened because of the int roduct ion 

of the Nurem berg Laws which denied Jews Germ an 

cit izenship… 

 

3-4 marks for explanat ion of one cause. 

4-5 m arks  for explanat ion of two or m ore causes. 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion. 

 

( 3 - 5 )  

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  

cau sat ion  

 

An explanat ion of factor(s)  supported by precisely 

selected knowledge. At  this level the explanat ion 

should show how the cause(s)  led to the outcome 

 

eg As Level 2. Could link Nurem berg Laws to 

Kristallnacht , which further worsened the posit ion of 

the Jews… 

 

6 marks for one explained factor which shows how 

the cause led to the outcome 

7 m arks for two or m ore explained factors which 

show how the cause led to the outcome 

8 m arks for answers which show how causes 

combined to produce an outcome 

( 6 - 8 )  

 



 

 

( d )  Target :  Recall, select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 3) , 

explanat ion and analysis of causat ion (AO2: 4) , com prehension of source (AO3: 3)                              

                 

( 1 0 )   

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  u sin g  t h e 

sou r ce o r  ow n  k n ow led ge 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions, or selects from  the 

source without  elaborat ion.  

 

eg The Spartacists t r ied to overthrow the Weimar 

Republic. 

  

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Su p p or t ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion   

 

The student  supports the explanat ion select ing 

relevant  informat ion.  

3-4 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source or  own knowledge. 

4-5 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source an d  own knowledge. 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion. 

 

eg As Level 1. Details of threat  to the Weim ar 

Republic by the Spartacists...  

( 3 - 5 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  on e cau se su pp o r t ed  

b y  p r ecise ly  se lect ed  k n ow led ge  

 

At  this level the explanat ion should show how the 

cause led to the outcome. 

 

6 marks for one explained factor using own 

knowledge only. 

7 m arks for one explained factor using the source 

and own knowledge. 

 

eg As Level 2. Explains why the Spartacists 

at tem pted to overthrow  the Weim ar Republic …  

( 6 - 7 )  



 

 

 

Lev el  4  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  m or e 

t h an  on e cau se u sin g  t h e sou r ce an d  ow n  

k n ow led g e 

 

At  this level the explanat ion should show how the 

causes led to the outcome. 

8 m arks for explanat ion of two causes linked to the 

stated outcome. 

9-10 marks for answers which show how the causes 

combined to produce the outcome. 

 

eg As Level 3. Could link why the Spartacists 

at tem pted to overthrow the Weim ar Republic to the 

Kapp Putsch… 

( 8 - 1 0 )  

 

To t a l  f o r  Qu est ion  5  =  2 5  m ar k s 



 

 

6  ( a)  Target :  Recall of knowledge (AO1)        ( 3 )  

 

Qu est ion  

Nu m b er  

An sw er  Mar k  

( a)  The Treaty of Trianon (1920) , the Corfu I ncident  

(1923) , the set t ing up of the Lyt ton Commission 

(1931) , Hit ler withdraws from  the Disarm am ent  

Conference (1933) , the Pact  of Steel (1939) .  

 

2 in correct  consecut ive sequence                              

1  m ar k  

3 in correct  consecut ive sequence                              

2  m ar k s  

4/ 5 in correct  consecut ive sequence                           

3   m ar k s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Max im u m  3  

m ar k s 

 

( b )  Target :  Recall, select ion and communicat ion of knowledge  of history (AO1: 2) , 

explanat ion of consequence (AO2: 2)                              

                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                   ( 4 )                      

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks any 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions. 

 

eg This was an alliance between I taly and Germ any.  

 

eg Hungary was unhappy because of harsh term s. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion supported by 

relevant  contextual knowledge.  

 

eg This alliance between I taly and Germ any 

encouraged Hit ler to pursue his dem ands over 

Poland … 

 

eg Hungarians were unhappy because of harsh 

term s which included loss of land and reduct ion of 

arm ed forces... 

( 3 - 4 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

( c)  Target :  Recall,  select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 4) , 

explanat ion and analysis of causat ion (AO2: 4)                  

( 8 )                                    

                  

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions.  

 

eg Because of fear of war. 

 

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  Su p p or t ed   ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  supports the explanat ion, select ing 

relevant  contextual knowledge. 

 

eg Both France and Britain rem em bered the horrors 

of the First  World War and public opinion in Britain 

was ant i-war... 

 

3-4 marks for explanat ion of one cause. 

4-5 m arks for explanat ion of two or m ore causes. 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion. 

 

( 3 - 5 )  

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  cau sat ion  

 

An explanat ion of factor(s)  supported by precisely 

selected knowledge. At  this level the explanat ion 

should show how the cause(s)  led to the outcome 

 

eg As Level 2. Could link fear of war with m ilitary and 

econom ic weakness of Britain and France... 

 

6 marks for one explained factor which shows how 

the cause led to the outcome. 

7 m arks for two or m ore explained factors which show 

how the cause led to the outcom e. 

8 m arks for answers which show how causes 

com bined to produce an outcom e. 

( 6 - 8 )  

 



 

 

( d )  Target :  Recall, select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 3) , 

explanat ion and analysis of change (AO2: 4) , com prehension of source (AO3: 3)                                 

                                                                                                                          

( 1 0 )  

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  ch an g e usin g  t h e sou r ce 

o r  ow n  k n ow ledg e 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions, or selects from  the 

source without  elaborat ion.  

 

eg 1920s was a period of internat ional cooperat ion. 

  

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Su p por t ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  ch an g e  

 

The student  supports the explanat ion select ing 

relevant  informat ion.  

3-4 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source or  own knowledge. 

4-5 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source an d  own knowledge. 

 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion. 

 

eg More details of the internat ional cooperat ion of 

the 1920s especially the Locarno Treat ies and the 

Kellogg-Briand Pact ... 

( 3 - 5 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  on e ch an g e 

su pp or t ed  b y  p r ecise ly  se lect ed  k n ow led ge  

 

6 marks for one explained factor using own 

knowledge only. 

7 m arks for one explained factor using the source 

and own knowledge.  

 

eg As Level 2. Shows how internat ional cooperat ion 

changed due to the impact  of the world depression... 

 

( 6 - 7 )  

Lev el  4  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  m or e 

t h an  on e ch an g e u sin g  t h e sou r ce an d  ow n  

k n ow led g e 

 

8 m arks for explanat ion of two changes  

9-10 marks for answers which show explicit  

links/ comparisons between the changes.  

 

eg As with Level 3. Links the im pact  of the world 

depression with the Japanese invasion of Manchuria 

and worsening internat ional relat ions… 

( 8 - 1 0 )  



 

 

To t a l  f o r  Qu est ion  6  =  2 5  m ar k s 

 

7  ( a)  Target :  Recall of knowledge (AO1)               ( 3 )  

 

Qu est ion  

Nu m b er  

An sw er  Mar k  

( a)  The beginning of the First  Five-Year Plan (1928) , the 

beginning of the Stakhanovite Movem ent  (1935) , the 

assassinat ion of Trotsky (1940) , the beginning of the 

Bat t le of Stalingrad (1942) , Stalin’s death (1953) . 

 

2 in correct  consecut ive sequence                              

1  m ar k  

3 in correct  consecut ive sequence                              

2  m ar k s 

4/ 5 in correct  consecut ive sequence                           

3   m ar k s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Max im u m  3  

m ar k s 

 

 

( b )  Target :  Recall, select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 2) , 

explanat ion of consequence (AO2: 2)                              

                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                 ( 4 )   

                    

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks any 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions. 

 

eg Set  targets for product ion in heavy indust ry.  

 

eg Stakhanov becam e a hero because he m ined lots 

of coal in one shift .  

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion supported by 

relevant  contextual knowledge.  

 

eg Led to m assive increases in product ion in heavy 

indust r ies such as coal, iron and steel and oil,  

although original targets not  m et ...  

 

eg Stakhanov set  an exam ple for other workers who 

were urged to work harder and were rewarded with 

new houses and free holidays… 

( 3 - 4 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

( c)  Target :  Recall,  select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 4) , 

explanat ion and analysis of causat ion (AO2: 4)                            

( 8 )                                

                                                                                                            

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions.  

 

eg Because Stalin wanted to increase food 

product ion. 

 

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  Su p p or t ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  supports the explanat ion, select ing 

relevant  contextual knowledge. 

 

eg More details of why Stalin wanted to increase 

food product ion including link to indust r ialisat ion and 

surpluses… 

 

3-4 marks for explanat ion of one cause. 

4-5 m arks for explanat ion of two or m ore causes. 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion. 

 

( 3 - 5 )  

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  

cau sat ion  

 

An explanat ion of factor(s)  supported by 

precisely selected knowledge.  At  this level the 

explanat ion should show how the cause(s)  led 

to the outcome. 

 

eg As Level 2. Could link increased food product ion 

to polit ical m ot ive – Stalin determ ined to cont rol 

peasants… 

 

6 marks for one explained factor which shows how 

the cause led to the outcome. 

7 m arks for two or m ore explained factors which 

show how the cause led to the outcome. 

8 m arks for answers which show how causes 

com bined to produce an outcom e. 

( 6 - 8 )  

 



 

 

( d )  Target :  Recall, select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 3) , 

explanat ion and analysis of causat ion (AO2: 4) , com prehension of source (AO3: 3)                              

                 

 ( 1 0 )   

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  on e cau se u sin g  t h e 

sou r ce o r  ow n  k n ow led ge 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions, or selects from  the 

source without  elaborat ion.  

 

eg This was because of the ‘Old Bolsheviks’. 

 

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more.  

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Su p por t ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  on e cau se  

 

The student  supports the explanat ion select ing 

relevant  informat ion.  

3-4 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source  or  own knowledge. 

4-5 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source an d  own knowledge. 

 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion.   

 

eg More details of the threat  from  the ‘Old 

Bolsheviks’.   

( 3 - 5 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  on e cau se su pp o r t ed  

b y  p r ecise ly  se lect ed  k n ow led ge  

At  this level the explanat ion should show how the 

cause led to the outcome. 

 

6 marks for one explained factor using own 

knowledge only. 

7 m arks for one explained factor using the source 

and own knowledge. 

 

eg As Level 2. Explains why Stalin was able to use 

the m urder of Kirov as a pretext  to begin the purges 

claim ing it  was part  of a plot  against  him  and the 

Party… 

 

( 6 - 7 )  

Lev el  4  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  m or e 

t h an  on e cau se u sin g  t h e sou r ce an d  ow n  

k n ow led g e 

At  this level the explanat ion should show how the 

causes led to the outcome. 

 

8 m arks for explanat ion of two causes linked to the 

stated outcome. 

( 8 - 1 0 )  



 

 

9-10 marks for answers which show how the causes 

combined to produce the outcome. 

 

eg As Level 3.Could link the m urder of Kirov with 

Stalin’s determ inat ion to rem ove any potent ial r ivals 

such as the ‘Old Bolsheviks’… 

To t a l  f o r  Qu est ion  7  =  2 5  m ar k s 



 

 

8  ( a)  Target :  Recall of knowledge (AO1)         ( 3 )  

 

Qu est ion  

Nu m b er  

An sw er  Mar k  

( a)  The Potsdam  Conference (1945) , the set t ing up of 

the Federal Republic of Germ any (1949) , the set t ing 

up of the Warsaw Pact  (1955) , the Hungarian 

uprising (1956) , the Paris Sum m it  Conference 

(1960) . 

 

2 in correct  consecut ive sequence                              

1  m ar k  

3 in correct  consecut ive sequence                              

2  m ar k s 

4/ 5 in correct  consecut ive sequence                           

3   m ar k s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Max im u m  3  

m ar k s 

 

( b )  Target :  Recall, select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 2) , 

explanat ion of consequence (AO2: 2)                                

                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                              ( 4 )        

               

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks any 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions. 

 

eg This increased East -West  r ivalry.  

 

eg This was a r ival to NATO. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion supported by 

relevant  contextual knowledge.  

 

eg This increased East -West  r ivalry because Stalin 

failed to keep his prom ise about  allowing free 

elect ions in Eastern Europe...  

 

eg This was a r ival alliance system  to NATO. I t  

st rengthened the posit ion of the Soviet  Union in 

Eastern Europe by set t ing up a m ilitary alliance of 

eight  nat ions… 

( 3 - 4 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

( c)  Target :  Recall,  select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 4) , 

explanat ion and analysis of causat ion (AO2: 4)                            

( 8 )                                 

                                                                                                            

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions.  

 

eg This was because the US discovered that  the 

Soviet  Union was building m issile bases on Cuba. 

 

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  Su p p or t ed   ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  supports the explanat ion, select ing 

relevant  contextual knowledge. 

 

eg More developm ent  on the US discovery of the 

m issile sites and its effects on relat ions between the 

superpowers ... 

 

3-4 marks for explanat ion of one cause. 

4-5 m arks for explanat ion of two or m ore causes. 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion. 

 

( 3 - 5 )  

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  cau sat ion  

 

An explanat ion of factor(s)  supported by precisely 

selected knowledge. At  this level the explanat ion 

should show how the cause(s)  led to the outcome. 

 

eg As Level 2. Could link US discovery of Soviet  

m issile sites to the threat  they posed to m ainland 

America... 

 

6 marks for one explained factor which shows how the 

cause led to the outcome. 

7 m arks for two or m ore explained factors which show 

how the cause led to the outcom e. 

8 m arks for answers which show how causes 

com bined to produce an outcom e. 

( 6 - 8 )  

 



 

 

( d )  Target :  Recall, select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 3) , 

explanat ion and analysis of change (AO2: 4) , com prehension of source (AO3: 3)                              

                                                                                                               

( 1 0 )  

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  ch an g e usin g  t h e sou r ce 

o r  ow n  k n ow ledg e 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions, or selects from  the 

source without  elaborat ion.  

 

eg Stalin felt  threatened by the Trum an Doct rine and 

Marshall Plan. 

  

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Su p por t ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  ch an g e  

 

The student  supports the explanat ion select ing 

relevant  informat ion.  

3-4 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source or  own knowledge. 

4-5 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source an d  own knowledge. 

 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion. 

 

eg More details of the Trum an Doct r ine and the 

Marshall Plan and how they threatened the Soviet  

Union… 

( 3 - 5 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  on e ch an g e 

su pp or t ed  b y  p r ecise ly  se lect ed  k n ow led ge  

 

6 marks for one explained factor using own 

knowledge only. 

7 m arks for one explained factor using the source 

and own knowledge. 

 

eg As Level 2. Shows how the Trum an Doct r ine and 

Marshall Plan worsened relat ions between the USA 

and the Soviet  Union as Stalin saw this as a direct  

threat  to Soviet  influence… 

( 6 - 7 )  



 

 

 

Lev el  4  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  m or e 

t h an  on e ch an g e u sin g  t h e sou r ce an d  ow n  

k n ow led g e 

 

8 m arks for explanat ion of two changes  

9-10 marks for answers which show explicit  

links/ comparisons between the changes.  

 

eg As Level 3. Could link the threat  posed by the 

Truman Doct r ine and the Marshall Plan to Stalin’s 

decision to blockade Berlin… 

( 8 - 1 0 )  

 

To t a l  f o r  Qu est ion  8  =  2 5  m ar k s 

 



 

 

9  ( a)  Target :  Recall of knowledge (AO1)          

( 3 )  

 

Qu est ion  

Nu m b er  

An sw er  Mar k  

( a)  Rosa Parks  arrested for the first  t im e (1955) , the 

Meredith Case (1962) , the Washington Peace March 

(1963) , the War Powers Act  (1973) , Nixon resigns as 

President  (1974) .  

 

2 in correct  consecut ive sequence                              

1  m ar k  

3 in correct  consecut ive sequence                              

2  m ar k s 

4/ 5 in correct  consecut ive sequence                           

3   m ar k s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Max im u m  3  

m ar k s 

 

 

( b )  Target :  Recall, select ion and communicat ion of knowledge  of history (AO1: 2) , 

explanat ion of consequence (AO2: 2)                              

                                                                                                  ( 4 )                  

   

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks any 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions. 

 

eg King m ade the ‘I  have a dream ’ speech.  

 

eg The powers of the President  were reduced. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex p lan at ion  o f  con seq u en ce 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion supported by 

relevant  contextual knowledge.  

 

eg The m arch led to King and other leaders meet ing 

President  Kennedy to discuss civil r ights during which 

the President  agreed to int roduce a Civil Rights Bill… 

 

eg This led to m easures to reduce the powers of the 

President  including the Elect ion Cam paign Act , which 

set  lim its on cam paign cont r ibut ions… 

( 3 - 4 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

( c)  Target :  Recall, select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 4) , 

explanat ion and analysis of causat ion (AO2: 4)                             

                                                                                            ( 8 )                               

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions.  

 

eg This was because of the Brown v Topeka Case. 

 

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more. 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  Su p p or t ed   ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  

 

The student  supports the explanat ion, select ing 

relevant  contextual knowledge. 

 

eg More details of the Brown v Topeka Case and its 

effects on educat ion for black Am ericans… 

 

3-4 marks for explanat ion of one cause. 

4-5 m arks for explanat ion of two or m ore causes. 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion. 

 

( 3 - 5 )  

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  cau sat ion  

 

An explanat ion of factor(s)  supported by precisely 

selected knowledge. At  this level the explanat ion 

should show how the cause(s)  led to the outcome. 

 

eg As Level 2. Could link the Brown v Topeka Case to 

the events at  Lit t le Rock High School… 

 

6 marks for one explained factor which shows how the 

cause led to the outcome. 

7 m arks for two or m ore explained factors which show 

how the cause led to the outcom e. 

8 m arks for answers which show how causes 

com bined to produce an outcom e. 

( 6 - 8 )  

 



 

 

( d )  Target :  Recall, select ion and com m unicat ion of knowledge of history (AO1: 3) , 

explanat ion and analysis of causat ion (AO2: 4) , com prehension of source (AO3: 3)                              

 

                                                                                                         ( 1 0 )  

 

 

Lev el  Descr ip t o r  Mar k  

0  No  r ew ar d ab le m at er ia l  0  

Lev el  1  Sim p le ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion  u sin g  t h e 

sou r ce o r  ow n  k n ow led ge 

 

The student  gives an explanat ion which lacks 

support ing contextual knowledge or makes 

unsupported generalisat ions, or selects from  the 

source without  elaborat ion.  

 

eg The Hiss and Rosenberg cases increased the fear 

of communism  in the USA. 

  

1 mark for one simple explanat ion. 

2 marks for two or more. 

 

( 1 - 2 )  

Lev el  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Su p p or t ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  cau sat ion   

 

The student  supports the explanat ion select ing 

relevant  informat ion.  

3-4 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source or  own knowledge. 

4-5 marks for a supported explanat ion using the 

source an d  own knowledge. 

 

Award m arks according to the quality of the 

explanat ion 

 

eg More details of the Hiss and Rosenberg cases… 

( 3 - 5 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lev el  3  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  o f  on e cau se su pp o r t ed  

b y  p r ecise ly  se lect ed  k n ow led ge  

 

At  this level the explanat ion should show how the 

cause led to the outcome. 

 

6 marks for one explained factor using own 

knowledge only. 

7 m arks for one explained factor using the source 

and own knowledge. 

 

eg As Level 2. Greater explanat ion of why the Hiss 

and Rosenberg cases increased the fear of 

comm unism  in the USA because of the developm ent  

of the Soviet  atom  bom b... 

( 6 - 7 )  



 

 

 

Lev el  4  Dev elop ed  ex p lan at ion  an d  an aly sis o f  m or e 

t h an  on e cau se u sin g  t h e sou r ce an d  ow n  

k n ow led g e 

 

At  this level the explanat ion should show how the 

causes led to the outcome. 

 

8 m arks for explanat ion of two causes linked to the 

stated outcome. 

9-10 marks for answers which show how the causes 

combined to produce the outcome. 

 

eg As Level 3. Could link the Hiss and Rosenberg  

cases to the events in Europe during the Cold War… 

( 8 - 1 0 )  

To t a l  f o r  Qu est ion  9  =  2 5  m ar k s 
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